
 

5 STEPS TO FINDING YOUR PERFECT BRANCH FIT 
 

Subtitle:  
You are about to make one of your most important decisions as an Army Cadet -- how will you go 
about it?  

 

One of the most important decisions that you’ll make as an Army Cadet is selecting the branch 
you want to serve in.  As you begin your journey and consider which branches you might be 
interested in, you may have many questions:  

• Will this branch be a good fit for me based on my talent profile?   
• What are my opportunities within this branch?   
• What will my daily life be like as a Second Lieutenant in this branch?   
• Where may I be stationed as part of this branch?      

Through its partnership with Gabriel Enterprises - a leader in virtual event and training 
technologies - the United States Army Training and Doctrine Command (TRADOC) has 
developed Virtual Branch Outreach (VBO) 2.0, the next generation of branch outreach and 
education for Army Cadets. VBO leverages a 3D immersive learning environment to help you 
make a more informed branching decision.   

If you’ve already registered for an account on VBO 2.0, you may be wondering - now what?  
 
Here are five steps to helping you find your perfect branch fit: 
 

1. Attend live Virtual Branch Outreach sessions  
 
Every year, TRADOC and Cadet Command hold live virtual events in conjunction with 
Cadet Summer Training at Fort Knox, Kentucky. These events are a great way to identify 
your talent profile, get to know the branches, and interact with other Cadets. Don’t miss 
out on these live sessions! They can be a springboard to help you find critical information 
about different branches before submitting your branch preferences in the Fall.  
 
 

2. Do your homework to identify your talent profile 

https://army.slatevx.us/


If you aren’t sure where to start, or if this is your first time interacting with a particular 
branch, navigate to VBO 2.0 to kick off your branching journey. There, you can explore 
opportunities with different branches and learn if your knowledge, skills, behaviors, and 
intelligences are a good fit. 

From the lobby, start by going to the Resource Center and clicking on “Branching”. 
Check out the short video on how branching works and view the Branch Talent Priorities 
Year Group 2022 to see what each branch looks for. Finish this step by making a list of 
the branch booths that you’d like to visit based on your talent profile.   

3. Visit branch booths to learn more 

Once you identify your talent profile, or if you already know which branches you’re 
interested in, you can head straight to those booths. Check out the “Branch Resources” 
screen for branch overviews, talent priorities, FAQs, and other useful documents.  
 
Tip: If you come across a document that you want to save for future reference and don’t 
want to come back to the branch to view it each time, you can save it to your Rucksack 
for quick access. To do so, click on the “Briefcase” icon next to the document you’d like 
to save.  

• Reach out to a Branch Host 
 
Any Cadet can reach out to a Branch Host to chat and ask questions. In VBO 2.0, each 
booth has branch hosts, which are identified by their usernames (ex: Infantry_Host1). 
Branch Hosts are experienced Army professionals that hold a wealth of information and 
expertise. Having gone through the branching process themselves, they can provide 
general advice on the best path to commission into the branch. They can also answer any 
questions you may have regarding branch fit, roles and opportunities, the day-to-day 
operations and life of a Second Lieutenant, and where you can be stationed.  
 
 

4.  Schedule an Interview  

If you think you’re ready to take the next step, you can schedule a personal interview 
with the branches. To do so, navigate to the branch you’re interested in and click on the 
“On-Demand Branch Interviews” screen. You’ll do the interview on your own time and 
pace. Once you submit your rank-ordered branch preferences in the Fall, branches will 
also have the opportunity to invite Cadets to interview if there is a talent profile match. 
(So don’t be shy, and don’t skip Step 4! You can make a great impression by reaching out 
to a Booth Host prior to doing the interview).  

 

Ready? Start your branching journey today at https://Army.SlateVX.US 

https://army.slatevx.us/
https://army.slatevx.us/

